\:t;//
CIETY
\ CENTUCKIANA RLUES S0

LOUISVILLE, KY HE NEWSLETTER OF THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY
INCORPORATED 1989 "PRESERVING, PROMOTING AND PERPETUATING THE BLUES"

g i dbA dhidha db i gibA db g A 0 L O A - S0 A A g db A g A g A gibA g A g A B K dibA S S g A g K gl A B K gl A g L A B L g A B L A B B A < diba ¢

* Special Commemorative 20th Anniversary Issue #
P P F o o v T o ok o I o ok kI o ok ok o o ok ok o o ok ok o o o ok o o ok ok o o ok ok o

NOVEMBER 2008

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY

20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2008 ¥

X THE VERNON CLUB

1575 STORY AVE. LOUISVILLE, KY

MISS LISSA & CO.

i

FROM NASHVILLE, TN FROM DAYTON, OH

ADMISSION ONLY 85 MORE INFO AT
FREE FOR KBS MEMBERS! KBSBLUES.ORG

%

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30

¥ MUSIC STARTS AT 7:00
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ATTENTION BLUES PERFORMERS
While the actual booking of talent is always done by individual club, festival and venue management, it is the
mission of the Kentuckiana Blues Society to “preserve, promote and perpetuate” the blues in as many ways
as we can. In addition to keeping us posted on where and when you’ll be playing, we urge you to send us pic-
tures, reviews, relevant comments and whatever else you can think of for inclusion in this newsletter and in
the KBS archives. Don’t worry if you're not a “writer” or if you're computer-challenged...snail mail works just
fine for us (PO Box 755, Louisville KY, 40201) and any materials you send will be returned upon request. The
KBS welcomes participation by all our members and we especially encourage input from the artists whom we
are working hard to support.

Time to Renew?
Check your mailing label and please be sure to keep your membership current. And remember, it may take up
to a couple of weeks to get your new card. If you need it sooner, leave a voice message for Natalie at 893-8031

or an email to membership@kbsblues.org.

Do We Have Your Email Address?
Keep up with the KBS by joining our e-mail list. No spam or junk mail, just up to the minute information on local bands, last
minute shows and other relevant cool blues stuff. Of course, we don’t share our mailing lists with anyone. To join, go to
www.kbsblues.org.

We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:

Kentuckiana Blues Society
P. O. Box 755
Louisville, KY 40201-0755

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label,
that means that it’s time to renew!

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2008:
Gary Sampson — president
Debbie Wilson — vice-president
Keith Clements — secretary
Chris Grube —treasurer

KBS MONTHLY MEETING

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases,
come on out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM at O’Shea’s, 956
Baxter Avenue) and take your pick! We receive promo re-
leases from the major blues labels as well as regional and
local bands. If you review a CD, it's yours to keep!
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Letter From the Prez

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. In this special anniversary issue of Blues News, we've tried to
convey twenty years of local blues history in six pages of photographs. I think we could have easily filled sixty
pages with photos of blues highlights, performers and memories. As it is, we've edited our choices down to
the fifty-three photos in this issue of the newsletter. We've tried to cover the major events that have taken
place since 1988. We show every Sylvester Weaver award winner and every KBS contest winner. We've
highlighted milestone events from the first Garvin Gate Blues Festival, the opening of Stevie Ray's and the
KBS sponsorship of the Foree Wells and the Walnut Street Blues Band CD It's A New Day Brother! We've
also tried to include those people in the Kentuckiana Blues Society who have worked over the last twenty
years to help keep the blues alive. They rarely get singled out for their efforts and we wanted to give them
some small measure of recognition. We've not been able to include everyone and | apologize to those indi-
viduals who are not pictured in this newsletter. We will have a special presentation the night of our 20th anni-
versary party which will include many more photographs and memories. We hope you are able to come out
and help us celebrate the last twenty years and look forward to the next twenty.

Photo by Bob Brown

The 20th anniversary celebration will take place on Saturday, November 15 at The Vernon Club located at 1575 Story Ave.
Please enter through the double doors in the rear of the building. The music starts at 7:00 pm with Miss Lissa & Co. from Day-
ton, OH. They will be followed by The Beat Daddys, who will begin around 9:30 pm. Admission is $5 but free for KBS mem-
bers. In the past we've provided free food for KBS members but since we splurged on the music this year we will not be able to
do that. However, food will be available for purchase at the party. Chef JT's Smokin' Spice Barbecue will be set up outside the
Vernon Club providing pork rib tips, pork sausages, brisket sandwiches, chicken and grilled fish. Sides will include baked
beans, mixed greens and potato salad. Chef James Thomas sells his barbecue outside Syl's Lounge most every Friday and
Saturday night but we've arranged for him to be at our party. KBS member and loyal blues fan Jeanne Doak will also make a
special cake for the evening. We will raffle off the custom made Luthier guitar we've been selling tickets to this summer as well
as other items including CD's and KBS t-shirts. Vernon Club owner Dale McCall said he will provide free bowling to any KBS
member the night of the party. Our thanks to the Vernon Club and our other sponsors, WFPK 91.9 FM radio and Voluforms.

Our congratulations to the winner of this year's band competition from Cincinnati, OH, Cheryl Renee with Them Bones. Cheryl
and the band host a blues jam every Sunday night at the Mansion Hill Tavern in Newport, KY. We wish them good luck next
February in Memphis at the International Blues Challenge. Our thanks to all the bands who took part in the contest this year
and to Mike Lynch and Gene Wickliffe of da Mudcats for providing equipment. Thanks also to our judges John Gage, host of
Kentucky Homefront, James Gaetano of Jimmy's Music Center, Ryan Stiles of the Kentucky Blues Society in Bowling Green
and Dave Warford of the Cincy Blues Society. Kudos to the many volunteers who helped that night particularly KBS member
Donald Edmondson who made sure the bands staying within their time limit. Thanks again Don. We will have more information
and photos on the contest in an upcoming issue of Blues News.

We recently received word that Zena's Cafe will be closing at the end of this month. This is a big loss to our local blues commu-
nity. Zena's has existed in Louisville at one location or another since 1929. Randy Zena has kept the bar going since the death
of his mother Mary Jean in 2000 but he can no longer keep the bar viable. Our thanks to the Zena family for providing blues
music for so many years. According to Randy there will be a closing night party on Saturday, November 29 with several local
performers in attendance. Please come out that night and as much as possible before the end of November. Be sure to say
thanks to Randy, Larry, Corine and the rest of the staff. He said an interested party may buy Zena's and keep it open as a
blues bar after November but nothing is definite.

It is my occasional duty to report the passing of a local or national blues musician. Often times | have seen these people in per-
son and once in a great while get to talk or spend a few moments with them. Regrettably this time | have to inform you of the
passing of a musician whom | had come to call my friend. On Sunday, September 28, Mark Bryan Watson lost his courageous
battle with cancer at the age of 48. Originally from Chicago, Mark had played with several bands in Louisville including Tempus
Fugit and The Marks. He continued to play after he was diagnosed and was at Zena's Cafe as recently as July of this year. He
was a talented performer and showman and he will be greatly missed. | extend my wholehearted condolences to his wife
Karen, son Michael, brother Pat and the rest of his family and friends. There will be a memorial service held in January. | will
provide more details in a future edition of Blues News.

Gary
Thanks to the following for providing photos for this special edition of the newsletter - Bob Brown,
David True, Gary Sampson, Keith Clements, Natalie Carter and Paul Schneider. Mary Jean Zena photo

courtesy of the Courier-Journal. Sylvester Weaver/Sara Martin photo courtesy of the Pen and Brenda
Bogert collection. Tanita Gaines photo courtesy of Dave Crawford/KET.
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Kentuekiana Blues Society Photo Allum

The 1st Annual

GARVIN GATE

BLUES FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 23, 1988
On Garvin Place Between Oak And Ormsby
1P.M to7 P.M.
And The Rudyard Kipling On Oak
8 P.M. to 11 P.M.

"~ BEER. BEVERAGES, CAJUN SPECIALTIES, & REGIONAL CUISINE

FREE!
LIVE MUSIC

PERFORMANCES
By

The Rocky Amaretto/Winston Hardy The Mudcats
Blues Band The Rick DeBow Band

Curtis and the Kicks Dr. Don and Future Rock
The Hord House R&B Band Henry and the Noisemakers
The Foree Wells Combo And Others
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STEVE FERGUSON (FORMERLY OF NRBQ), FOREE WELLS (FORMER MEMBER OF B.8. KING'S BEALE STREETERS) AND OTHERS
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Sulvester Weaver
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Twenty Years of the Blues 1988 - 2008
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Redd Swapper Blies Band KBS receives Sulvester Weaver Award Wirmers
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Rock Garder Blues Band
KBS Band Contest Wirmer 2003
with KBS Presidert Brewda Major

Mark Stein
Former KBS Presidest and
Sulvester Weaver Award Wiramer 2004
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YES! | WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY!

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S)

DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)

BAND MEMBERSHIP ($25 US ENCLOSED) ADDRESS

| AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT

KBS EVENTS CITY/ST/zIP
Telephone # E-MAIL

GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by
mail, discounts at our sponsors and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two people at the same address, two membership
cards and one newsletter) is $20 per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a
membership card for each band member. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News
weekly update e-mail so you'll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at
www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon above and send with your payment to:

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY
Attn: Membership Director
P.O. Box 755
Louisville, KY 40201-0755
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