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Photo by Christopher Boone 

Jim Porter’s played host to the second annual Viva la Diva MERF benefit on November 21st and as always, 
Kentucky Thunder brought down the house. Vickie Carrico, Jonell Mosser, Etta Britt and Sheila Lawrence will  
bring their dynamic mix of blues, rock and country back to Jim Porter's on Friday, February 11 as part of Jim 
Porter's “Friday After Work Concert Series.”  A local band will take the stage first from 7:00 to 7:45 pm and 
then the ladies from Nashville play from 8:00 to 10:00 pm. Admission is $12.00 in advance or $15 the day of 
the show.    
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2010: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Keith Clements – secretary 

Chris Grube – treasurer 
 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues releases, come on 
out to the KBS monthly meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM; February’s meeting will be held at 
Clifton’s Pizza on Frankfort Avenue) and take your pick! We 
receive promo releases from the major blues labels as well as 
regional and local bands. If you review a CD, it’s yours to keep! 
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Address Change? 
 

If you move, let us know your change of address. The 
Post Office does not forward bulk mail. 

The views expressed by the authors and advertisers 
are their own. Contributions by anyone offering perti-
nent and thoughtful discussion on blues issues are 

welcomed. 
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KBS EVENTS 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

MEMBERSHIP/NEWSLETTER 
Natalie Carter  (502) 893-8031 

 

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
Keith Clements  (502) 451-6872 

 

CLUB/BAND CALENDAR 
Gary Sampson (502) 724-9971 

KBS Board of Directors 

Rocky Adcock 
Emeritus 

Roger Wolford 
Emeritus 

Bob Brown Danny Henderson 

Natalie Carter Cole Kiser 

Keith Clements Jim Masterson 

Pam Dean Les Reynolds 

Nelson Grube Gary Sampson 

Chris Grube Debbie Wilson 

Blues News 
The monthly newsletter of the  
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www.blues.org 

Get More Blues News  
from 

the Keith S. Clements Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind to Ramble 

in the 
LOUISVILLE MUSIC NEWS 

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL for your re-
newal date, and please be sure to keep your mem-
bership current. “TIME TO RENEW” will appear at 

the top of the label when your membership is expir-
ing. PLEASE NOTE: IT COULD TAKE UP TO A COU-
PLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you 

need it sooner, leave a voice message for Natalie at 
893-8031 or send an email to member-

ship@kbsblues.org. 
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We are very pleased to announce a new blues society sponsor this month. MOM's Music is 
partnering with the KBS to give members a 20% discount during the month of February 
and a 10% discount thereafter. The discount is good at MOM's Mellwood Ave location only 
and is on all gear and accessories. There will be KBS giveaways at the Mellwood store 
every Saturday in February along with a series of workshops. On Wednesday, February 9 
local blues musician Walter Lay will lead a harmonica workshop from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. On 
Saturday, February 12 Cincinnati blues guitarist Kelly Richey will conduct a workshop from 
2:00 to 3:30 pm and will be joined by several musicians including the founder of MOM's 
Music Marvin Maxwell and Jimi V of the Predators for a blues jam from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. 
Walter Lay will be back on Wednesday, February 23 to take part in a slide guitar workshop 
from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm. All the workshops are free. In addition, you can join or renew with 

the blues society at MOM's Mellwood Ave store all February and save. During the MOM's promotion individ-
ual memberships are $12 (regularly $15), dual memberships are $16 (regularly $20) and band member-
ships are $20 (regularly $25). This is a great time to save even more on a KBS membership before dues in-
crease in May. Get more information on-line at www.momsmusic.com/ or stop by the store at 1900 Mell-
wood Ave. 
 

If you missed the show stopping performance that Kentucky Thunder gave at last November's Viva La Diva 
show for MERF you have another chance to see them. Kentucky Thunder will return to Jim Porter's on Fri-
day, February 11. It's part of Jim Porter's “Friday After Work Concert Series.”  A local band will take the 
stage first from 7:00 to 7:45 pm and then the ladies from Nashville play from 8:00 to 10:00 pm. Admission is 
$12.00 in advance or $15 the day of the show. Kentucky Thunder is Jonell Mosser, Vickie Carrico, Etta Britt 
and Sheila Lawrence. The band plays a mix of blues, rock and country and does a version of “My Old Ken-
tucky Home” that will send shivers down your spine. No fooling. You can find their website at www.
kentuckythundergirls.com/. 
 

On Sunday, February 20 Stevie Ray's will host its fourth annual Hall of Fame benefit at the bar on Main 
Street. Susan O'Neil and Jimi V are the 2011 inductees and their portraits will soon be on display at the bar 
in the near future. The schedule is still coming together but the doors will open at 5:00 pm with an admis-
sion price of $5 per person. The event is a benefit for the Animal Care Society (ACS) of Louisville. The ACS 
was founded in 1984 and provides new homes for pets when their owners can no longer take care of them. 
You can find out about the ACS at www.animalcaresociety.org/. 
 

As part of Black History Month the Filson Historical 
Society will present its sixth annual “Blues Night at the 
Filson” on Friday, February 25. The Filson, located at 
1310 south 3rd street, has worked to preserve Ken-
tuckiana artifacts and history since 1884. The 10th 
Street Blues Band will give a performance starting at 
7:30 pm and you can check out the society's collec-
tion of blues memorabilia. The doors open at 7:00 pm 
and admission is $20 for Filson members and $25 for 
non-members. Wine, beer and soft drinks will be 
served at the event. 
 

Music Central Television (MCTV) is a Louisville-based 
cable show on Insight Channel 138. MCTV (www.
mctv.homestead.com/) is currently seeking musicians 
to feature on the program for 2011 and is also seeking 
a venue for weekly events. Featured acts will receive 
a copy of the show. If you are interested contact Ed-
ward Mitchell at emitch1115@bellsouth.net. 
 

Gary 

 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Letter From the Prez 
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When the Kentuckiana Blues Society was birthed in 1988, the membership dues were a measly $5.00 per person.   At 
that time our primitive newsletter was typed and pasted together at the offices of the Musicians Union Local 11-637 of-
fice. Members received the issues sporadically rather than monthly. In 1990 the dues were increased to $7.00 while 
Rocky Adcock was still president, I was secretary and Foree Wells was treasurer. During the November 1991 Board 
Meeting a motion was made and approved to raise our annual membership to $10.00 which went into effect January 1, 
1992. This increase was to support the quality of the newsletter. On June 1, 1998 the dues were raised again to $15.00 
for a single membership and $20.00 for a double. For 12 ½ years our dues have not changed, which is more than half 
the life of the KBS. When we reviewed the Society’s income and expense finances at last December’s Board meeting, it 
became apparent that the dues covered only 75% of the cost to print and mail our excellent monthly newsletter. Consid-
ering the circumstances of the escalating expenses, the board voted to increase the annual membership dues to $20 for 
individual membership, $25 for dual membership and $30 for band membership. We are also considering a business 
membership in the $100 to $150 range with several advertising incentives. The increase will go into effect May 1, 2011, 
before the festival season begins. These next three months would be a great opportunity to join or renew while the low 
existing rates are still in effect. I was asked to justify this increase because of all the membership benefits that are cur-
rently available through the KBS. Because the KBS has held back raising the rates for so long, we are now catching up 
with what the other societies are charging for membership. With this increase we are matching what the Cincy Blues So-
ciety costs. 
Now for the benefits: 
1st        In addition to the informative newsletter with photos, articles, CD reviews and a monthly calendar, there is a 

weekly (every Wednesday) e-mail update of local and regional events       
2nd       $1 off admission for events at Stevie Ray’s and Lisa’s Oak Street Lounge 
3rd       Free admission to selected blues shows at Jim Porter’s 
4th        10% discount on all blues CD purchases at ear-X-tacy 
5th        10% discount on gear and accessories purchased at Mom’s Music (Mellwood Avenue) 
6th        10% discount on purchases at Jimmy’s Music Center (New Albany) 
7th        Two free tickets to the Louisville Blues-n-Barbecue Festival (Water Tower) 
8th        Free admission to the annual KBS Anniversary Party in November 
9th        Last but not least – The camaraderie of attending a KBS Board Meeting the first Wednesday of each month at 
             7:00 PM in the backroom of Clifton’s Pizza Co. (2230 Frankfort Avenue). Recently released CDs are distributed 
             after the meeting for review in the newsletter. If you are willing to review one, you get to keep the CD. 
 

If that is not the best deal in town, I don’t know what is. 
Keith Clements 

The Best Deal In Town 

Charlotte, North Carolina-based blueswoman Robin Rogers, whose short rise from regional to national artist captured the blues scene 
over the past couple of years, passed away in mid-December 2010 after a very brave, and public, battle with liver cancer. Readers of 
this newsletter already know that. 
 

Why am I writing this? Well, perhaps I don't really know. I felt a strange, gut-level sadness upon learning of her illness, and her death 
affected me as well. Like her fans, I was drawn to her gusty, earthy and raw emotion when she sang. Unlike her fans, however, I could 
only read of her approachability and kindness. We never met. So, what gives? 
 

Her latest CD, "Back in the Fire" pictures a seemingly happy, yet gaunt Robin on the front. The title seems appropriate to her life situa-
tion. I kept meaning to purchase it--never did. However, her previous CD, "Treat Me Right," is in my collection. It's one of my favorites-
-especially now.  
 

The only "personal" contact (as personal as this gets these days) was a series of a few emails we exchanged perhaps a couple of 
years ago. I'd listened to (and I think reviewed for the KBS newsletter) "Treat Me Right" and was impressed and affected by her mu-
sic. One song in particular, "Viola" for some reason touched a nerve. It told the story, in Robin's gritty, no-holds-barred fashion, of Vi-
ola Liuzzo (1925-1965), who was the first white woman killed during the American civil rights movement. Inspired by the efforts of Afri-
can Americans in the South to obtain the right to vote, she left her home in Detroit and participated in the Selma-to-Montgomery, Ala-
bama march for black voting rights in 1965. While shuttling marchers in her car, she was shot and killed by members of the Ku Klux 
Klan, a white supremacist organization determined to keep segregation alive. 
 

I wrote to Robin to tell her how much I enjoyed the CD and especially that one tune. I can't even quite recall what either of us wrote in 
these few exchanges. All I know is, I just had to say something to her. Actually, while it will come as no surprise to some readers, I do 
this all the time--have done it for years, in fact. Only this time, it had a special meaning and looking back, I'm especially glad I did.   
 

    Les Reynolds 

Robin Rogers, 1955-2010 



The Mom’s Music/Kentuckiana Blues Society Partnership 
Announcing

Beginning February 2011

Walter Lay Slide Guitar Workshop - Wednesday, February 23, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Celebrating Mom’s 30    Anniversary th

Mom’s Music In Louisville 1900 Mellwood Ave. Louisville, KY 40206 (502) 897-3304

Mom’s Music In Jeffersonville 1710 East 10th St. Jeffersonville In. 47130 (812) 283-3304

www.momsmusic.com

Walter Lay Harmonica Workshop Wednesday, February 9, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Kelly Richey Workshop  - 2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Blues Jam 	 4 p.m.- 6 p.m.

Featuring:

Saturday, February 12

Kelly RicheyMarvin MaxwellJimi V.

New Blues Society Members Signing Up At Mom’s Only
In February Get a Discount On The Yearly Membership

Single: $12.00 	Save $3.00 • Couple: $16.00	Save $4.00
Band: $20.00 Save $5.00

Sign Up For KBS Giveaways  -  Saturdays in February!

20% Discount On Purchases At Mom's  

FREE!!

During February 2011 w/KBS Card
10% Discount On Purchases At Mom’s

Throughout The Year  w/KBS Card
(discounts Good at Mom’s Mellwood Only)

(discounts Good at Mom’s Mellwood Only)
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2010 Garvin Gate Blues Festival  
Friday October 8th 

Photo by Keith Clements 

Stella Vees 

Photos by Keith Clements 

Moreland and Arbuckle 

Aaron Moreland’s  
Cigar Box Guitar 

Photos by Keith Clements 
Super Chikan and his homemade guitar 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Ms. Lala (Super Chikan) 

Photo by Keith Clements 

The Future of the Blues... 
It’s In Him and  

It’s Gotta Come Out! 
Photo by Bob Brown 

Photos by Keith Clements 
Dancers and Blues Fans 

 

Photo by Bob Brown 

Mike Suttles and  
Howard Rosenberg, 
The Godfathers of 

Garvin Gate 
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Photos by Les Reynolds 

Bryant Stevens Band 
Dana Bryant 

Photos by Keith Clements 

Walnut Street Blues Band 
Arti Wells 

Photos by Bob Brown 

2010 SYLVESTER WEAVER AWARD WINNER 
ROBBIE BARTLETT 

Photo by Les Reynolds 

Keith, 
Thank you so much for the 
pictures. It truly was an 
honor to receive the award 
from you. I’ve been at this for 
some years now and still love 
it. I’m also still learning. 
 

I’m glad my brother was there 
with me when I received it. 
Rick and I are even closer 
now than ever now that our 
siblings and parents have 
passed on.  
 

It truly is an honor and 
thank you for all the years 
you’ve been involved with my 
career. 
 

God Bless You, 
Robbie 

Photos by Bob Brown  

Sue O’Neil and Blue Seville Photo by Keith Clements  

Cheryl Renee with Them Bones 

Photos by Bob Brown 

2010 Garvin Gate Blues Festival  
Dames and Divas, Saturday October 9 
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2010 Garvin Gate Blues Festival  
Dames and Divas, Saturday October 9 

Photos by Les Reynolds 

Dietra Farr 

Photos by Keith Clements 

Cheers! 

                                                 Photo by Bob Brown                                                                                                                                       Photo by Keith Clements 
This year’s festival was dedicated to the late Metro Councilman and longtime Garvin Gate sponsor 
George Unseld. A framed picture of the councilman was displayed on stage throughout the festi-
val and was presented to his daughter Missy by organizers Mike Suttles and Howard Rosenberger.  
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New Music Review! 

USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY  40205

                            STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
          SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

Jimmy Brown
Owner

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661

www.guitar-emporium.com

Diamonds in the Dirt 
Joanne Shaw Taylor 
Ruf Records RUF1164 
 

Taylor could well be called a diamond in the 
dirt herself, because her latest CD is well 
produced, professional and as gritty and 
blues-dirty as anything out there. Taylor's 
guitar is superb and her gutsy, earthy vocals 

are perfect for her material. 
The UK-based singer/guitarist wrote all 10 tunes, played all gui-
tars and is the one and only vocalist. She can really do it all. 
She's joined by drummer Steve Potts, bassist Dave Smith and 
Rick Steff on keyboards.  
 
Right away, adjectives start flooding the mind upon hearing the 
first notes out of Ms Taylor's throat. Gritty, haunted, earthy, soul-
ful, dark, haunted, desperate. And that's a good thing: remember, 
she's a blueswoman. Those are positives in that genre.  
 
One drawback for those who might like things a little more pure 
and "easier" sounding: Taylor's guitar chops, while excellent, of-
ten tend towards being a bit heavy-handed and rock-oriented. But 
when she pulls back and starts doing single note stuff, hitting 
those bluesy grooves with that sandpaper and silk voice, there's 
nobody better. And, one minor "disappointment" (this is a prefer-
ence issue, nothing else) is that there's no slide guitar work on 
this CD. Her voice and music would lend itself perfectly to that. 
 
The CD begins with "Can't Keep Living Like This" a spooky, 
smoky haunting tune with a simple beginning--a song about hard 
drinking and hard living. Well, it's the blues: Nothing new, right? 
Not so fast, there: Taylor is quite the lyricist, too: "Smoking to the 
filter/with heavy hearted breath/Dragging through my days/with 
gin soaked steps...and it's not that I don't care for living/I just can't 
keep living like this..." 
 
"Dead and Gone" follows with a funky, stinging guitar groove right 

out of the blocks--easily one of the best tunes on 
the CD. Tracks three and eight ("Same as it Ever 
Was" and "World on Fire") conjure up shades of 
the Allman Brothers. The title track is a nice mel-
ody, toned down a shade and anchored by some 
fat guitar tones. "Let it Burn" (7) is perhaps the 
purest blues tune due to the chord progression 
and beat.  
 
All in all, this is an excellent recording. Plenty of 
grit and dirt and perfect vocals. (A) real diamond
(s) in the dirt. Well titled! 

 
 

Les Reynolds 
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $15 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by 
mail, discounts at our sponsors and discounts at KBS events. Double membership (two people at the same address, two membership 
cards and one newsletter) is $20 per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a 
membership card for each band member. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News 
weekly update e-mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at 
www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the coupon above and send with your payment to: 

 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($15 US ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 US ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($25 US ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I AM AVAILABLE AS A VOLUNTEER TO WORK AT 
KBS EVENTS 

CITY/ST/ZIP 
____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


