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Photo by David True 
Members of Little T&A (from left to right Tony Tkac, Amy Johnson and Jeff McAllister), perform at the Kentuckiana Blues Society's 23rd 
Anniversary Celebration at the Vernon Club on November 19. Little T&A won the KBS band contest this year and will represent the 
blues society at the International Blues Challenge next February in Memphis. The show also featured KBS solo/duo contest winner 
Jimmy Davis and blues vocalist Cee Cee James. The three acts played to a packed house at the Vernon and the show was broadcast 
live on Crescent Hill Radio. We'll have additional photos from the night of the party in a future edition of Blues News 
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$15.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$20.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $25 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2012: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Les Reynolds – secretary 
Chris Grube – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out 
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM - check our website, www.kbsblues.
org, for location) and take your pick! We receive promo releases 
from the major blues labels as well as regional and local bands. If 
you review a CD, it’s yours to keep! 
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For only the second year, the Kentuckiana Blues Society (KBS) will be sending four representatives 
to the International Blues Challenge next February. The KBS contestants for 2011 are Little T&A 
(band contest winner), Jimmy Davis (solo/duo contest winner), the Rolling Rivers Blues Band (youth 
division) and the Snakehandlers Blues Band “Rock plus Roll” (best self-produced CD). In addition 
Cole Stevens of Louisville won the solo/duo contest sponsored by the Indiana Blues Society of No-
blesville, IN. Congratulations to all and good luck in Memphis. 
 

Stevie Ray's is currently taking votes for its 2012 Hall of Fame (HOF). Every year the blues bar on 
Main Street inducts two new members to be enshrined on the wall with a portrait painted by Jim 
Masterson. Previous HOF inductees include Bob Ramsey and Lamont Gillispie (2008), Jimmy Gard-
ner and Mike Lynch (2009), Ricky Mason and Steve Ferguson (2010) and Jimi V and Sue O'Neil 
(2011). The winners will be recognized during a show at Stevie Ray's next February. The evening is 

a benefit for the Animal Care Society of Louisville. Stevie Ray's will also host “Jam for a Cure” on Saturday, December 
17. That show is a benefit for the Multiple Sclerosis Society and will feature V-Groove, the Greg Foresman Band and 
John Mann. Admission is $15. 
 

It is with a heavy heart that the blues society bids goodbye to one of our long-time sponsors and one of the best music 
stores to ever grace the city. Ear X-tacy was more than a place to buy records. It was an audiophile gathering spot, a 
concert hall, a community rec center and the place to find the latest music from your local favorites to national artists. I 
would stop in every few weeks to look through the stacks  and make sure to say high to Matt Anthony or Jaxon Swain 
while I was there. A few weeks before the store closed I went in to pick up a special order of “Willie Dixon – The Chess 
Box” as a wedding gift for a friend who recently became a blues fan. It's always been one of my favorite blues sets and I 
wanted to share it with him. When I picked it up there was a note attached that simply read “Thanks Gary. John 
Timmons.”  No, John. Thank you. 
 

KBS officers and board members were elected at the November meeting of the blues society. There were no changes in 
the board for 2012 but Keith Clements is stepping down as secretary and that position will be filled by Les Reynolds. We 
are always looking for dedicated blues lovers who want to assist with “preserving, promoting and perpetuating the blues” 
in our area. We meet the first Wednesday of every month (except Derby week) at the Zeppelin Cafe in Germantown. All 
meetings are open to the public and start at 7:00 pm. 
 

John Carby, guitarist for both the KingBees and Dog House Kitchen, was recently diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. As 
we go to press a benefit is planned for John at Stevie Ray's the Sunday after Thanksgiving. Please keep John and his 
family in your thoughts and prayers as he battles this terrible disease.   
 

Gary 

Photo by Cheryl Cissell 

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL for your renewal date,  
and please be sure to keep your membership current.  

 

“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: IT COULD TAKE 
UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a voice message  

for Natalie at 893-8031  
or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org. 

Letter From The Prez 

Give Us Your Blues 
There are lots of ways to help preserve, promote and perpetuate the blues. First and foremost, get out 
there and see the bands. Take a friend. Try to make it at least once a month...the club owners and musi-
cians truly depend on it. During these tough economic times, with our local venues closing all around us, 
they need our support now more than ever. Make sure you get our weekly email blast so you can keep 
up with last minute updates of who’s playing where. You can sign up at www.kbsblues.org. Check our 
website often for special offers for KBS members at selected events. Come to a board meeting; get a 
free blues CD and write a review for the newsletter. Attend a show and send us your impressions. Sub-
mit photos of past or present events or memories. We’ll take good care of them and make sure you get 
your materials back if necessary. Volunteer to work with us at the KBS tent or table, or the door at an 
event.  We’re also open to your suggestions. If you have an idea for supporting our local musicians, we’d 
love to hear it. Phone numbers can be found on page 2 or you can email us at members@kbsblues.org. 
See you out there! 
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After several months have passed, my notes from the Heritage Music Blues Festival, held in Wheeling, WV, August 12-14, 
have seemed to deteriorate into mere scribbles and scratches. Actually, that's what they were when I scribbled and scratched 
them in the first place. Only now, I can barely read them. With that in mind, I'll hit the highlights as I remember them, in no par-
ticular order. And maybe, I will get a little assistance from the few of these notes I can still decipher. 
 

My third trip to this fine event (first in 2005, next in '07) allowed me some fine music and food, and even some unexpected 
opportunities for networking and getting backstage. As the first major blues event of this season where I didn't have some func-
tion or task, it seemed kinda odd, in a nice way, to just sit and listen to the music. However, restlessness prevailed and I got 
that "I gotta go touch musicians" look that my wife had described a few years ago. My friend Deb Callahan, who fronts her own 
Philly-based blues band I had first seen in '05 at this festival, had a rather unenviable early-afternoon slot on the second day. 
However, the sun was obscured by heavy cloud cover and the weather was at least tolerable, if not a bit muggy -- and the 
stage was covered. I'd managed to catch her attention a bit earlier, and after snapping photos and getting some lunch, I later 
spied Deb perusing the vendors for her own late lunch. She invited me backstage for a beer and to hang out for a bit. The 
young man charged with prohibiting backstage trespassers tried valiantly to hinder my progress, but to no avail. Deb matter-of-
factly dismissed his efforts and I acted as if I belonged there. Well, duh! I'm in the Kentuckiana Blues Society. Of course I be-
long backstage! Don't we all? It was a nice visit and I thanked the "guard" for his decision to not call the Festival Police. 
(Although rumor has it that I am now on some sort of "list"...ha!) 
 

Ah. Next. Or was it? I don't know. Don't remember. But the Olga Watkins band, "relegated" to the auxiliary, or second stage 
with the other "non-name-brand, no-label" acts, caught my attention and my ear. Actually, festival producer Bruce Wheeler said 
he reserves that stage for up-and-coming locals and regional performers and/or IBC winners. I don't recall in which of those 
categories Olga belonged (although I think she's from Pittsburgh, which is an hour from Wheeling, and makes her a "local" of 
sorts), but no matter. I liked her band, and her singing. Long story short, my networking still hasn't paid off in trying to get her 
any gigs around here. The free CD I received for my promised efforts rings like some degree of guilt in my head because I 
haven't really tried that hard. I did manage to dial the number of a friend in Louisville who owns a venue and let him listen for a 
bit via my cell phone while she played. What will come of that? Dunno. Only time will tell. 
 

Let's see. What else? Oh, yes, Bob Margolin. Excellent, as always. And for some reason, his guitar also always gets my atten-
tion: Dark wood-grainy-lookin' thang with a great warm tone. And he can play some slide, yessir! He led something called the 
Vizztone Allstar Revue, with Gaye Adegbalola, Matt Hill and others. That was on Friday night. The ever-outspoken, sometimes 
bawdy, positive-thinking Candye Kane, followed by bluesman Paul Oscher, preceded Margolin and his self-named ensemble. 
 

Saturday again. Opening on the main stage was Austin "Walkin'" Cane, an excellent Delta bluesman with a great-looking reso-
nator guitar on which he played some mean-sounding slide. A bit later came the heavy, sometimes harsh, sometimes mono-
tonic blues-rock sounds of Moreland and Arbuckle--again featuring some wicked, yet very basic, slide. (Can you tell what kind 
of music I prefer? Can you say "slide guitar" boys n gurlz?) And even later, as the sun began to sink to the horizon, the sounds 
of Jon Cleary's New Orleans-style piano music rang through the crowd, sitting right on the banks of the Ohio River and swat-
ting the pesky gnats. (Fortunately, the flying critters generally came out for about an hour, then disappeared as quickly and 
suddenly as they had come). 
 

That evening, after everyone had gone home (or in my case to the bed and breakfast in a tiny nearby town), severe storms 
wreaked havoc upon 'the Ville, then raced eastward and actually caused a little damage on the festival grounds. However, as 
Wheeler announced from the main stage on Sunday, volunteers emerged from the woodwork in the early a.m. to make repairs, 
re-set tents and a few other minor things so the event could proceed as planned. The show's third day featured another festival 
repeat (remember, Deb Callahan was one; Margolin was another) in the form of the duo Smokin' Joe Kubek and Bnois King 
doing their Texas boogie and blues numbers. The highlight for me, however, was my first-ever opportunity to see Ohio-based 
blues belter Teeny Tucker, who led a tight, polished and professional band. She honored the likes of Koko Taylor and Etta 
James with her songs, delivered with style, pizzazz and power. Closing the evening was the legendary Buddy Guy. However, 
since I would be seeing him at fairly close range in a week at the Madison Ribberfest, I opted to "beat the crowd" and leave a 
bit early. (GASP! Sacrilege! How dare I besmirch The Buddy and leave before his set is over! He don't play no slide, thasswhy! 
Ha) 
 

A few other quick notes. I met the nice folks of the West Virginia Blues Society, although never got to speak with the prez (Jack 
Rice) -- got his card, though. I also found some no-name vendor booth with some incredible Jamaican food: spicy chicken on a 
stick and (spicy) greens, with sweet potato pie for dessert. I had it at least twice, and became recognized as one of their favor-
ite customers that weekend. Some of the best food I've ever tasted. Another item of interest, printed in the letter received in the 
mail with tickets, or rather, wristband, for festival admission. Quote: "This Tyvek band should last you all weekend. If your band 
is damaged, you may exchange it for another by turning in 60 percent or more of the damaged band." Turn it in to whom? And, 
I wonder how many of Bruce's intrepid volunteers had to go through hours of training to learn how to determine what percent-
age remains of a damaged wristband...Just another non-topic for the KBS meetings... 
 

Les Reynolds                    

Musings from the Heritage Music Blues Festival  
Wheeling, West Virginia, August 12-14, 2011 
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Band Name: Night Breeze 

Address: Louisville, KY 

Contact: “Blues Joe” Spalding, 502-777-9420.  

Member Names and Instruments: Paul Evans, bass. Al Wickliffe, keyboards. Darrin 
Turpin, drums. Joe Spalding, harp and vocals. Myron Hester, sax.  
Phil Dutaz, guitar. 

Style of Music: Down Home Blues and Smooth Jazz 

Additional information: Regular show at Jazzy Blu  (815 W. Market) on Sunday eve-
nings. Also play at Carly Rae’s (103 W. Oak) and other venues around town. Check 
the KBS Blues Calendar in this issue and our website at www.kbsblues.org for future 
dates. Also available for private parties, corporate events, etc. 

Featured Artists 

Night Breeze 

Happy Holidays from 
your KBS board!  
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New Music Reviews! 

J T Coldfire 
Crazy Sun 
Musicbase 
 

Austin, Texas bluesman J.T. Coldfire might only be 31 years old, but his music seems to be that of someone 
twice his age. Actually, press materials state he's been performing for fully half his life--and it shows. 
 
Coldfire's maturity manifests in his powerful, yet never over-the-top vocal delivery and guitar chops. Whether 
he's delivering a more traditional sound, like in the acoustic opener "Pistol Lead" or on "Johnny's Gone," which 

is the heavy electric blues tune that follows it, Coldfire knows how to make it happen. He's ably joined by bassist and backup vocalist 
Lee Sheffield, drummer Dimon Dixon, keyboardist Wade Jacoby and Banzai LaRocca on blues harp. 
 
Other tunes also illustrate Coldfire's command of the blues, such as the slow, juke-joint style title track. His skillful fretwork adds to the 
basic blues skeleton of the song. "Lower That Ladder" is a melodically monotonous, dark, rootsy tune on which Coldfire sounds as if 
he's singing a country ballad and making it fit in a blues bar atmosphere. Although this is perhaps the simplest song on the entire 13-
song set list, it's actually one of the best. 
 
"Hangin' Tree," another tune with very little melodic variation, is an up-tempo finger-snapper which showcases Coldfire's absolute 
command of the fundamentals of guitar while adding a slight bit of reverb to his haunted vocals. 
 
"Lee Malone" exhibits Coldfire's ability to rock it up a bit on this Chicago-style tune, while the next one, "Mr. Jones," presents a slow 
Delta mood with some tasty slide in the mix. 
 
Veteran though he may be, J.T. Coldfire doesn't seem to be a household name. At least in blues circles, he should be. 
 

Les Reynolds      

Soul of John Black 
Good Thang 
Yellow Dog Records 
 

This is such an eclectic mix of blues, jazz and fusion that those who are blues purists will be disappointed. 
John was in the band “Fishbone” for close to a decade and he does here what he did there, and that’s touch 
all the bases. The first  track. “Digital Blues”, is a pleaser, very hip. It’s a song that I could see playing for a 
young person who states that they don’t like the blues because it’s “old”.  A great surprise is that he features 
the fabulous Nikki Costa on “New York to LA” (no. 8). She just meshes well with his vocals.  
 

John’s voice is his greatest instrument overall.  Listening to him sing is a delight’ evoking images of a growling 
Lou  Rawls, only to have him break into a silky falsetto. Very interesting CD to review. Track 7, “Li’l Mama’s in the Kitchen”, sounds 
reminiscent of Dolly Parton’s “9 to 5”.  

Cole Kaiser 

Brad Vickers and His Vestopolitans 
Travelin’ Fool 
ManHatTone 
 

This CD is one that I had to listen to a few times to figure out what I was listening to.  Think “Big Band”, “Swing”, 
“Blues”, “Roots”, “50’s and 60’s” (and earlier) music.  There are 15 songs on the CD, all of which are unique.  All 
of them have sax, or clarinet (or both), almost unnoticed bass, brushes on the drums, and “background” guitar.  
 

The opening song “Traveling Fool”, introduces you to a style of music from earlier times when sax, rather than 
guitar, was the main instrument of the band. The third song, “Diggin’ My Potatoes” (A Sonny Terry tune) is a country sounding song 
with fiddle (not violin) and clarinet front and center. The seventh song on the CD, “Leave Me Be” is the first unmistakable blues song.  
It is a slow piano blues song and is a pretty good one too.  
 

Some of these tunes sound like they are right out of the 1920’s.  The twelfth song, “Skeeter Song” is a humorous song about mosqui-
toes pestering the singer including running him out of the outhouse before he finished his business.  Bobby Radcliff contributes a gui-
tar solo on this song in an unusual way. He mutes the strings so that none resonates. 
 

This CD is a unique type of music that not everyone will like.  I did not care for parts of it until I listened to it several times and then I 
grew intrigued with it and listened to it some more.  Try a couple of clips and see what you think at http://www.myspace.com/
vestapolitans. 

Bob Brown 
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The Josh Garrett Band 
String of Problems 
Josh Garrett Band 
 

From the opening of Changed Man, Josh Garrett & the Bottomline deliver joyful energy.  The music 
throughout the album makes you feel like you’re sitting in a swanky unhipster lounge, grooving to 
Garrett’s brand of blues.  The double-disc Live on Printer’s Alley also exudes amazing energy, the 
listener feeling like part of the party; even the slow numbers make you feel like getting cozy with a 

dance partner. It’s easy to imagine Garrett’s clichéd bluesman’s pained, sweaty face and guitar stroking. The band, as 
expected, in excellent form. 
 

On the newest release, String of Problems, however, The Josh Garrett Band’s -formerly Josh Garrett & the Bottomline- 
sound is more mellow and subdued.  Presented is a new cache of songs of worry, work, weariness, wandering, and 
wondering about your loved ones.  First, in the title and opening track “String of Problems,” a guitar riff setting a nice 
groove greets the listener, and Garrett sets the tone and confesses, “Well I got a string of problems/stretched from here 
to Baton Rouge.”  As the album’s title might suggest, the lyrics- autobiographical of a touring bluesman?- are a reflection 
of turmoil.  I don’t know about 12 bar blues, so to speak, but it’s as though Garrett and the band have gone on a bar 
crawl bender that lasts more often than not for the duration of the album. 
 

Surrounded by slide guitar work, Garrett laments in “Don’t Ignore Me”: “It’s the middle of November/and you ain’t listen 
all year/when you ignore me baby/you know that drives me crazy.”  “I Miss My Baby” and “Proud of What They’d Done” 
have a country flavor accented by accordion-a nod to Garrett’s Louisiana heritage-and the somewhat misplaced sound 
of fiddle. 
 

The faster-tempo “Sugarcane” -I was first introduced to live- is a gem.  “Lily Marie” is more upbeat and features more 
slide.  Throughout String of Problems, horns add a nice flourish, and at times they weep loneliness and trade blue notes 
with Garrett’s guitar. Overall String of Problems is a good album, but I hope Garrett’s next batch of tunes retain those 
honest, blues lyrics with more joyous music breathing life into them.  Let’s dance some of those blues away. 
 

For more information, visit http://www.joshgarrettband.com 
 

LT Blakley 

Get More Blues News  
From the Keith S. 

Clements  
Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind  
to Ramble in the 

LOUISVILLE MUSIC 
NEWS 
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KBS IBC Solo/Duo Contest 
August 14, 2011  - Zeppelin Café 

Photos by Keith Clements 
Left, Randy Colvin.  Above, “Blind Puddin Blues (Chris Puddin and Richard Mat-
teson).  

Photos by Keith Clements 
Below, Bob Dellaposta.  Right, Johnny Roy Acous-
tic (Jim Pat Turner and Johnny Roy Hedger). 
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Photo by Keith Clements 
Alien Blue (David McLean and Blue) 

Photos by David True 
Above, MamaKitty Acoustic (Kim Weber and Mark Dewitt). 
Below, Blind Dog Gatewood.   

Photos by David True 
Above, Summer Breeze (Nancy Ricketts and Lonnie Bryant). Below, 
Mother Earth Blues (Christi Stevens and Kate Larkin). 

Photo by David True 
WINNER! Jimmy Davis 
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $20 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by mail and dis-
counts at our sponsors and at selected KBS events. Dual membership (two people at the same address, two membership cards and one newsletter) is 
$25 per year, and we offer a special band rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card for each band member. We 
have also added a company membership for $150, with up to 5 membership cards and one newsletter, plus your company logo featured in the Blues 
News and on our website, www.kbsblues.org. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News weekly update e-
mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the cou-
pon above and send with your payment to: 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($25 ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($30 ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
COMPANY MEMBERSHIP ($150 ENCLOSED)  

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I would be willing to help out at KBS events CITY/ST/ZIP 

____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


