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On Saturday, April 14, the Clifton Center will host a combined blues and jazz show for the Kentucky Homefront radio pro-
gram. Those acts representing the blues will be MamakKitty SouthWood (pictured on the left) and Dog House Kitchen
(pictured on the right). They will be joined on the program by Steve Crews and the Harry Pickens Trio. Kentucky Home-
front is hosted by local musician, minister and concert producer John Gage. The shows are recording for broadcast at a
later date on WFPK 91.9 FM Radio. Kim Swickard and Mark DeWitt make up MamakKitty Southwood. The members of
Dog House Kitchen are, from left to right, Jim Haswell, Jay Jackson, Drew Allison, Dan Fellmeth and Alan Morris.
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:

Kentuckiana Blues Society
P. O.Box 755
Louisville, KY 40201-0755

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label,
that means that it's time to renew!

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2012:
Gary Sampson — president
Debbie Wilson — vice-president
Les Reynolds — secretary
Chris Grube —treasurer

KBS MONTHLY MEETING

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) and
take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major blues
labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a CD, it's
yours to keep!
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1 etter From The Prez

The Kentuckiana Blues Society has received a $3,000 contribution for 2012 from Four Roses bour-
bon. This sponsorship will be split among the four major events the KBS produces each year. We
will be able to increase the International Blues Challenge band contest winner cash prize to $1,500,
the solo/duo contest winner cash prize to $500, the youth representative cash prize to $250 and
apply the rest toward the KBS anniversary celebration in November. Special thanks to Dan Gard-
ner, Regional Sales Manager with Four Roses and Dale Cashon, Development Director for the
KBS. See the page in this issue of Blues News with all the details regarding this year's contests.

After several years of requests and a couple of false starts, Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues
have produced a studio compact disc. The disc features twelve cuts by the current band lineup
\| which includes Lamont on harmonica, Byron Davies on bass, Steve Holmes on drums, Dave
"Spoon" Witherspoon on guitar and Mark Bright on saxophone. | was honored to be asked to con-
tribute some liner notes to the cd and you can purchase copies from the band and at future blues
events when the KBS has set up a booth. We'll have a review of the cd in a future edition of Blues News.

Photo by Cheryl Cissell

We were very concerned that the loss of Zeppelin Cafe might mean the end to the Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues
Festival but John Murrow of Check's Cafe has pledged to continue the festival for the third consecutive year. The festival
will be dedicated to the late John Carby, guitarist for the KingBees and Dog House Kitchen. A portion of the proceeds
from the festival will go to the American Cancer Society. The line-up will feature blues diva's on Friday, June 1 with Rob-
bie Bartlett, Andy and the Rockers and Little T&A. Saturday, June 2 will feature the Bluesbenders, Dog House Kitchen,
the KingBees and Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues.

Notable blues shows during the month of April include Lancaster, KY native Etta Britt at Jim Porter's on Friday, April 6
and Reverend Peyton's Big Damn Band on Friday, April 20. Rory Block will be one of the artist taking part in La Guitara
at Berea College on Thursday, April 12. The program explores the contribution of women to the history and evolution of
the modern guitar. You can find more information about the program at http://www.pattylarkin.com/laguitara/. A com-
bined blues and jazz show will take place at the Clifton Center on Saturday, April 14 as part of the Kentucky Homefront
Radio Program. The show features the duo of MamaKitty SouthWood, Dog House Kitchen, the Harry Pickens Trio and
Steve Crews. That same night Joan Osborne makes a rare visit to Headliners Music Hall. Louisville native Osborne now
makes her home in New York city. Will Owen Gage will appear at Stevie Ray's on Sunday, April 22. Blues and boogie-
woogie piano player Deanna Bogart will be at the Grand Theatre in Frankfort, KY on Friday, April 27. Lee Carroll and
Ivan Mitchoff of Tin Can Buddha are coming to our area with a duo called Boss Guitar. Boss Guitar is made up of Bobby
Brewer and Robert Frahm. Brewer is from Locust Grove, OK and has played with several notable artist including Jerry
Reed, Jeanne C. Riley and Rufus Thomas. Frahm resides in Baltimore, MD and plays guitar with the Jamie Lynch Band.
The foursome will be at the Troll Pub next to the Yum Center on Friday, April 27 and at Natasha's Bistro in Lexington, KY
on Saturday, April 28.

Gary

Get More Blues News
From the KBS
Monthly Feature
“I've Got a Mind
to Ramble in the
LOUISVILLE MUSIC NEWS

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL
for your renewal date,
and please be sure to keep your membership current.

“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring.
PLEASE NOTE: IT COULD TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If
you need it sooner, leave a voice message
for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org.
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I've Got a Mind to Ramble
Gary Sampson

Reprinted with permission from the January edition of the Louisville Music News

| had every intention of making my first Louisville Music News column an upbeat article about the state of blues in the
Kentuckiana area. | wanted to talk about the fact that even with a down economy and the obstacles musicians face every
day, the blues scene in Louisville is still strong and vibrant. But in truth | don't feel that way right now. In fact | feel pretty
down. It has to do with loss — the loss of a person and the loss of a place.

R.I.P. John Carby

John Carby, guitarist for both the KingBees and Dog House
Kitchen, passed away on Monday, December 12 from pancre-
atic cancer. He was 62 years old. John had only found out
about six weeks before his death that he had a mass on his
pancreas. He told me about discovering it in a most unusual
way. He had consumed a soft drink a short time before going to
the doctor and accidentally swallowed the pull tab from the can.
He told me he pulled the tab off the can, dropped it in and later
mistakenly gulped it down. He started having some stomach
problems after that and figured it was because of the pull tab. It
was only then that they discovered the mass. A biopsy was per-
formed and life for John, his wife Donna and their family and
friends was turned upside down. | can't tell you that | was a
close personal friend of John's. As president of the Kentuckiana
Blues Society | have a lot of contact with local blues musicians
but I don't always get to know them as well as | would like to
know them. | can tell you that John was one of the most pleas-
ant people | have ever met. That's a funny thing to say about a
bluesman but it happens to be true. | never saw him with a
scowl on his face or heard him utter a disparaging word.

At the funeral home | had a conversation with Andrew Allison,
one of the founding members of Dog House Kitchen. “He got
me back into music, man. | was retired for 17 years. We worked
together at the post office and | told him | wrote some songs
and he wanted to hear them. So | went over to his place with
my 8-track and played them for him and he got all excited. “We
need to do this” he said. And we did.” So began Dog House
Kitchen one of several bands John played for over his 40-plus
years as a musician.

But there are few people who knew John as well as friend and
bandmate Jim Haswell. They met in the mid-1970's when John
and Pat Thomas were performing as a duo around town. Jim
became another guitar for the group, they added a drummer
and the Pat Thomas Band was born. “We were the first band to take drums into Phoenix Hill,” Jim told me. He said back
in those days places like Phoenix Hill and the Butchertown Pub were so small they only had folk duo's playing in the bar.
When Ben Rogers expanded Phoenix Hill by adding the Saloon the Pat Thomas Band was the first to play in it.

John and Jim have played together every since. Jim told me that it seemed like “every song they played needed two gui-
tars. We were doing a lot of Allman Brothers and southern rock. Songs with harmonizing guitars.” In 1990 the KingBees
were formed and John and Jim continued to play together around town and on the road. | asked Jim how the two guitar-
ists were able to play together without stepping all over each other. He told me they always had a “friendly competition”
and that “I knew what he was going to do before he did it and vice versa,” Jim said. Both musicians joked that they were
the lead guitarist and the other played rhythm guitar. Jim told me they were at the doctors one day shortly after John
found out about the cancer for some tests and the nurse asked John if he was alright because he kept tapping his foot.
“He does that because he's a musician,” Jim told her and she asked John want instrument he played. “Rhythm guitar”
he said looking at Jim. Jim told me he had been waiting 40 years to hear him say that. While John may have momentar-
ily given Jim that satisfaction, Jim told me that John knew a lot more about amps than he did. “He knew a lot about mu-
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sic. You could plug him into a saltine box and he'd make it sound good,” Jim said.

The two men were close both on and off the stage. They went fishing and golfing together and even owned a chimney
cleaning company together. John stood in as Jim's best man at his wedding. After the cancer was discovered, Jim talked
or visited John every day until his death. He said one day they were sitting on a swing on John's porch watching the rain
and Jim told him “I'll see you again.” “I know,” John replied.

Goodbye Zeppelin Cafe

The other loss | feel is over a place. Zeppelin Cafe closed un-
expectedly on December 1. For the last couple of years the
bar had become a well known spot to hear the blues and was
instrumental in the creation of the Germantown-Schnitzelburg
Blues Festival along with Check's Cafe. In May of 2010, the
bar started hosting a Thursday night blues jam lead by La-
mont Gillispie & 100 Proof. The jam quickly became one of
the best attended in town and led to the first Germantown-
Schnitzelburg Blues Festival in August of that year.

Lamont had long wanted to create a blues festival in his part
of town and together he and | worked with Tim Cain, owner of
Zeppelin Cafe and Check's Cafe owner John Murrow to pull it
off. That first year the festival featured Governor Davis and
the Blues Ambassadors from Indianapolis and the Nick
Stump Blues All-Stars as the headliners. As the jam contin-
ued to do well the bar started hiring bands, both blues and
otherwise, to play on Friday and Saturday nights. Things were
going great when the city of Louisville cited the bar for having
outside tables and live music while claiming it did not have
the necessary licenses. Cain appealed the ruling and was
even able to get the permits for the second annual German-
town-Schnitzelburg Blue Festival but had to stop and restart L n

the Thursday night blues jam several times over the threat of Jnlen MHBHESS :}TREHIJEH l:[]r{ ir
city fines. He was finally able to get approval for both music
and outdoor tables at a zoning meeting in late September but [t AN R

the blues jam never fully recovered. IHD ORIGINAL VORALSTS

I am not claiming that the city of Louisville was the downfall of  FVEWITIF il Ly T o
Zeppelin Cafe. Owning a bar at any time is tough but in a .
weak economy it's murder. | never talked specifics with Tim AHD S00L™ —MDJD
about the problems the bar was having. In truth | probably -
didn't want to know. | did go to the zoning meeting and testi-
fied in favor of the bar and the blues society used to hold their
monthly board meetings there. But a bar like Zeppelin's faces
a myriad of issues from constant employee turnover to cash
flow problems. Regardless of the issues, the bar was a strong
blues supporter while it was around and | hope the momen-
tum it started will allow the Germantown-Schnitzelburg Blues
Festival to continue. Time will tell.
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A

N
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¢ FourRoses

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY
2012 BLUES COMPETITIONS

BAND COMPETITION ¢ STEVIE RAY'S ¢ SUNDAY, JUNE 3

BAND WINNER RECEIVES BERTH IN THE BLUES FOUNDATIONS 2013 INTERNATIONAL BLUES CHALLENGE,
$1,500, LOCAL STUDIO RECORDING TIME AND WILL BE BOOKED FOR ANOTHER BLUES SHOW IN 2012
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS MAY 15

SOLO/DUO COMPETITION ¢ PIZZA PLACE ¢ SUNDAY, AUGUST 12

SOLO/DUO WINNER RECEIVES BERTH IN THE BLUES FOUNDATIONS 2013 INTERNATIONAL BLUES CHALLENGE,
$500, LOCAL STUDIO RECORDING TIME AND WILL BE BOOKED FOR ANOTHER BLUES SHOW IN 2012
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS JULY 17

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE RECEIVES BERTH IN THE BLUES FOUNDATIONS 2012
INTERNATIONAL BLUES CHALLENGE AND $250
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS SEPTEMBER 1

BEST SELF-PRODUCED CD COMPETITION

WINNER RECEIVES BERTH IN THE BLUES FOUNDATIONS 2012 INTERNATIONAL BLUES CHALLENGE
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATION IS OCTOBER 1

FURTHER DETAILS AND APPLICATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT KBSBLUES.ORG
OR BY CALLING 502/724-9971

OUR THANKS TO FOUR ROSES BOURBON FOR UNDERWRITING THE 2012 KBS IBC REPRESENTATIVES

| K £
ALFRESCO Y -
PLACE
3

JEFF CARPENTER
INTERNATIONAL (502) 459-4362

EIKES POINT CHALLENGE




February 25, 2012
Blues and Boogie
at the Filson Club

It was time for the yearly conversion of Louisville’s stoic His-
tory museum into a Juke Joint replete with dance floor and
floor sweepings for snacks. Supplying the music for the
yearly music fest were the same culprits: Joe Jr. on guitar,
Billy Byrd on harmonica and vocals, James Watkins on bass
and Pen Bogert pickin’ on an Old Gibson L7 that | tried to
buy off him for $10.00 over what he bought it for 30 years
ago: no deal. And on drums, Sonny Sitgraves, who boasts
that he “played with everyone in Chicago years ago.” Sonny
sugzgested that they change the name of the band from “The
10" Street Blues Band” to the “The Nursing Home Blues
Band.” Pen and Sonny are both past Sylvester Weaver
Award winners.

The two rooms allotted for sitting were full and chairs had to
be added in spots. Secured seats were numbered at 79 but
with walk-ins it looked to me like there were close to a hun-
dred people there. This includes six immigrants from Russia
who had stopped by to see what it was all about. | mention
them because they were sitting in front of me and | could not
figure out what kind of Tetra game they had on their phone.

The first set included “All Dressed Up And No Place To Go,”
“Big Boss Man,” “I Got My Mojo Working,” “Sitting On Top
Of The World,” “Moanin’ The Blues,” and “You Got Me Run-
ning.”

After a 20 minute break - there were plenty of free snacks
and drinks - the crowd was back in their seats with their feet
already keeping time, showing that they were as ready as
the band was for the second set to start (for different rea-
sons of course). The songs familiar to the crowd got claps,
stomps and yells. “Stormy Monday” was first, then “Sweet
Home Chicago,” followed by “Married Life By Myself,”
“Going To New York,” “Bring It On Home To Me.” When
“MUSTANG SALLY” was announced, the chair boogie bar-
rier was broken as some of the ladies got up and started
dancing and afterwards provided the band with a thundering
round of applause! From 9:30 on the crowd was clapping to
and for any and everything. Pen’s double stops and trills
were instant successes. He made that L7 sound as good as
it made him sound.

“Rock Me Baby” and a version of “Bright Lights/Big City” se-
gued into “C.C. Rider” and on into “Do The Boogie Woogie”
and that one got lots of applause. And then Sonny yelled to
Pen — “Chet Atkins”- by which he meant for Pen to fingerpick
“Down by the Riverside.” He did and the crowd loved every
minute of it.

The band quit about 10:00, and Sonny left the crowd with
this sage advice: “If you been drinking, go ahead and get
outta here before we do. | don’t wanna be in no wreck!”

Only a year ‘til we will do this again.

Story and Pictures by Nelson Grube
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New Music Reviews!

v Monkey Junk
- To Behold

\ﬂ‘ Stony Plain Records
%ﬁ.?é@;\p This three piece band is similar to Morleland and Arbuckle in that they do not use a bass player. Because of
f&&“ E! I!NK,:. that the music is similar. This band however is from Ottawa Canada and is on a different but parallel track as
R &0 | M&A. They call their music “swamp R&B, Soul Boogie, deep blues and bedroom funk”. The name MonkeyJunk
By came from a quote by Son House when he said “I'm talkin’ bout the blues. | ain’t talkin’ about monkey junk”.
The band consists of Tony D on guitars, Steve Marriner on vocals, harmonica, guitars and keyboards, and Matt
Sobb on drums. The music is original, with a rock heritage. The first song sounds exactly like an M&A song, vocals and all. Make no
mistake though, these are not copies of M&A songs. They are original and for the M&A fans, these songs are the ones that M&A has-
n’t played yet. They have more of an R&B beat than M&A. The song “Let Her Down” is a slow song that is true blues, both in music
and lyrics. The vocals are perfectly matched to the music, some of which remind me of Paul Rogers.

The last song, “The Marrinator” is the longest track on the CD and features Marriner's guitar prowess. He blows up a storm on this
instrumental.

Overall this CD is pretty good but not exceptional. If you are an M&A fan, you should pick it up. If not, you should check out some
sound clips and see what you think. Check out www.monkeyjunk.com

Bob Brown

Eric Sardinas & Big Motor
Sticks and Stones
Mascot Records

Right off the bat, let's say Eric Sardinas is hard, harsh, loud -- and a talented songwriter and guitarist. Espe-
cially as a guitarist. His newest CD's first song, "Cherry Wine," sets the tone and can be called the Florida-born
blues-rocker's signature sound. Driving rhythm from his powerful band Big Motor, harsh vocals from Sardinas,
equally hard strumming and deft slide work on his electrified resonator start the CD off on sprint speed.

- Even the artwork says "attitude": monochromatic sepia, brown and black and white on front, and on the back a
photo of a tough-looking Sardinas reclining in an old wooden chair, a--kicking boots framing his favorite guitar. (Just as an aside, go to
his Facebook page and look at the portrait. Geez. Don't mess with this guy!)

Most noticeable is his rock sound and attack-style guitar playing, whether strumming simple power chords, deftly winging it with sin-
gle-string slide work, or taking his "preaching pipe" (slide) into a forceful swoop down the neck. And, as the aforementioned harsh vo-
cals are concerned, one wonders how he keeps it up.

Sardinas is high-energy all the way. Even the song titles suggest this: "Road to Ruin," "Full Tilt Mama," and "Burnin' Sugar". Track four
is equally energetic, although it starts out with the sound of a distant locomotive, then segues into a strongly-strummed acoustic num-
ber interspersed with slide. "Through the Thorns" is perhaps the most traditional blues tune, as it is handled in what seems like mostly
al, IV, V progression in an open tuning. A slight departure from his "usual” fare is the very short (1:40) "Ratchet Blues" - done acousti-
cally in the manner of "Walkin' Blues," but, again, sung harshly. "Behind the 8" is a screamer, pure and simple. It starts out with an
elongated "wah" effect (combined with slide) and goes full tilt the entire 3:50 length. The only tune on the CD which doesn't "fit" is the
folky-country ballad "Too Many Ghosts" -- although it does have some nice slide work in it.

For Sardinas fans, this will be a keeper. If you prefer your blues more traditional and a bit less harsh, then you might want to pass on
this one. But, if you're a blues fan whose middle name is "rock -n- roll," well, then, this CD is for you. (Oh, yes...for slide guitar fans,
there's PLENTY to like here!)

Les Reynolds

Bert Deivert
Kid Man Blues
Hard Danger Studio

This is the tenth album by Deivert, a born in Boston, resident of Sweden. Deivert plays mandolin and some guitar.
His mandolin playing was influenced heavily by Yank Rachell and Carl Martin. Most of these songs were recorded
in Karlstad Sweden. He has recorded three CDs with Eric Bibb who is a recognizable name here in the US. This
CD,composed of 12 songs, starts out with a Mississippi sound made famous by R.L. Burnside’s version of “Going
Down South”.

The title cut, “Kid Man Blues” is more a country song that harks to Deivert’s own experience with a 33 year old woman when he was 22
in San Francisco. A lot of these songs will sound familiar to you. With the aforementioned “Going Down South”, there is “Rob and
Steal”, “Keep on Truckin™, “Cyprus Grove” and a few others that will get you thinking “where have | heard this before?”. Think Son
House, R. L. Burnside, Sleepy John Estes, and Skip James.

The songs are all mandolin based, blues songs with a fair amount of slide guitar and excellent musicianship. The ast song is a mix of
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folk music from Thailand called “Nong-Harn Blues”. Deivert collaborates with his friend Dulyasit “Pong” Srabua on this song (recorded
at Sexy Pink Studio in Bangkok Thailand).

Those who like the sound of the mandolin playing blues and mixes of other ethnic music, will like this CD.
Bob Brown

3 Tom Principato
on A Part of Me
3 Powerhouse Records

Bl | have to admit, | have heard of Tom Principato for years, but never heard any of his music, so | jumped at the
chance to review this CD. Tom has a Sh*tload of albums out- 16 or so that | counted. He has won so many
awards, | cannot mention them all here.

Principatos’s song’s have a jazzy bent to them. His guitar playing is really catchy- on all of the songs. On the first cut-“Don’t Wanna Do
It”, Sonny Landreth joins the fray with a riff that comes from an old Neil Schon song, but then moves into Landreth-only territory. The
songs on the CD are not strictly blues and in fact only “Part of Me” is the only true bluesy tune. The fifth song, “Down in Lou’siana” is a
gumbo charged song that is unmistakably N'awleans and not just from the title.

The sixth song, “Back Again” is a jazzy instrumental that is really addictive. “Strangers Eyes” follows in the same vein, but with vocals.
“Strangers Eyes Part 2" is a heavy version of “Strangers Eyes” with no vocals.

This CD is not strictly blues, but | enjoyed it and will probably purchase some more CD’s from Tom. Find more information at www.
tomprincipato.com

Bob Brown

W Whiteboy James and the Blues Express

Rip Cat Records

M This west coast group plays a mix of goofy songs and some serious ones. Not until the third song did anything
catch my ear. That third song, “Stay Out Late at Night” is a pretty good tune with respectable guitar. Speaking
of guitar, this is | believe the shining part of this CD. The lyrics are OK and stretching at times, the vocals are
4 OK, the rhythm section is really good but the guitar is standout good. It's that west coast blues sounding guitar

like Hollywood Fats, Henry Carvajal, and others. | should also mention that James’ harp playing is quite good

too.

Whiteboy James sings and plays harp. Scott Abeyta plays guitar, Blake Watson plays bass and Max Bangwell (What a great name for
a drummer) plays drums. There are 12 songs on the CD. The first one, “Big Butted Women” is a version of one we’ve all heard several
times. “Zerg, Shotgun and You” and “Excuse Me For Scribblin™ appear on the computer game Star Craft 2 Jukebox.

This CD is one you should buy after you've bought all of the ones on your wish list, not before. Visit http://whiteboyjames.com/home.
html although none of the songs on this CD are there for sampling as of this writing.

Bob Brown

All Louisville and Regional Music

sDAY || Crescent Hill Radio.com
§ 5 s

No Commercials
Locally Produced Shows

AM 1650
W MAG BAR Inside Crescent Hill
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