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The Fourth Annual Smokin’ on the River Festival takes place on Friday and Saturday, June 15 and 16 on the Riverstage in 
Jeffersonville, IN. The headliner for Friday night is Josh Garrett (above left) from Gonzales, LA. Growing up in Louisiana, 
Garrett was exposed to Cajun, Zydeco and Blues music from an early age and his own music reflects that influence. He just 
released his third album entitled “String of Problems” last year. The headliner for Saturday is Teeny Tucker (above right) 
from Columbus, OH. Tucker is the daughter of blues singer-songwriter and pianist Tommy Tucker. Tucker has also produced 
three albums and has been nominated for several awards including BBMA Female Blues Artist of the Year. Other acts at the 
festival include Charlie Edmonds, The Tarnations Blues Band, Marilyn Kington & 2Loose, the PorkPie James Band, the 
Jimmy Davis Band, da Mudcats and the Snakehandlers Blues Band. You can find more information on-line at http://www.
smokinontheriverbbq.com/  
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you have 
any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this ad-
dress:  
 

Kentuckiana Blues Society 
P. O. Box 755 

Louisville, KY 40201-0755 
 
 

As usual, please check your mailing label to see if your member-
ship will expire soon. Our single membership is a bargain at only 
$20.00 US per year. Double membership (two members at the 
same address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only 
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band rate of $30 
per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card 
for each band member. If you see a notice on your mailing label, 
that means that it’s time to renew! 

 

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2012: 
Gary Sampson – president 

Debbie Wilson – vice-president 
Les Reynolds – secretary 
Chris Grube – treasurer 

 

         KBS MONTHLY MEETING 
 

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out to the 
KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 PM at The Pizza Place in Hikes Point) and take your pick! We 
receive promo releases from the major blues labels as well as regional 
and local bands. If you review a CD, it’s yours to keep! 
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We have nine acts entered in our band competition on Sunday, June 3 at Stevie Ray's. Thanks 
to the involvement of Four Roses Bourbon we will be able to give the winning band $1,500 to go 
along with the other prizes. This year's contestants include Broken Dreams, Dick and the Road-
masters (the 2009 KBS band contest winner), G. Miles and the Hit Men, the Gut Shot Blues 
Band, Johnny Roy and the RubTones, Lamont Gillispie & 100 Proof Blues, Over The Top, the 
River City Blues Band and The Tarnations. The contest starts at 4:00 pm. 
 
Pen Bogart, musician with the 10th Street Blues Band and originator of the Blues Legacy Pro-
ject, an oral history of the blues stored at the University of Louisville archives, will start broad-
casting his blues radio show on WBRT 1320 AM in Bardstown, KY on June 7. Bourbon City 
Blues will be broadcast every Thursday from 1:00 to 3:00 pm and streamed live on the web at 
www.wbrtcountry.com. 
 
The 2012 festival season comes on hot and heavy during the month of June. The Germantown-

Schnitzelburg Festival returns for it's third year on Friday and Saturday, June 1 and 2. This year's festival is a tribute to 
guitarist John Carby who passed away in December of last year. A portion of the proceeds will go to the American Can-
cer Society. That same weekend the Portland Festival takes place at 33rd and Portland featuring several bands includ-
ing The Jaywalkers, The KingBees, the Yard Dogs and the Kings of Love. The W.C. Handy Blues and Barbecue Festival 
in Henderson, KY is the largest blues festival in the state and runs from June 9 through June 16. Some of the talent 
booked for this year's festival includes Sonny Landreth, Walter Trout, the Ruthie Foster Band, the Jimmy Hall Trio, Sugar 
Ray & the Bluetones and Mississippi Heat. Their website is www.handyblues.org. The Mary Ann Fisher Summer Concert 
Series in Russellville, KY starts on Friday, June 15 with Ronnie Baker Brooks. More info is available on-line at www.
russellvilleblues.com. The series offers a new act each month through September. The Fourth Annual Smokin' on the 
River takes place Friday and Saturday, June 15 and 16. The headliners this year are Josh Garrett and Teeny Tucker. 
Check out their website at www.smokinontheriverbbq.com.   
 
The Blues, Grooves and Spirits festival in Greensburg, IN is Saturday, June 16. The music starts at 2:00 pm and their 
website is www.gbusy.com. The BBC in St. Matthews is having a Blues, Brew and BBQ festival on Saturday, June 23 
with a pig roast, barbecue competition and blues music. So far Big Poppa Stampley and the Dirty Church Revival are 
scheduled to appear. The BBC website is www.bbcbrew.com. The Riverfest at the Shady Glen Club in Prospect, KY is 
Friday and Saturday, June 29 and 30. Acts this year include the Logan Street Band, Wayne Young and the New Leg-
ends, Uncle Clyde's Hi-Fi and Soul, Inc. Find everything you need at www.riverfestlouisville.com. We end the month with 
the Crescent Hill Art and Music Festival on Saturday and Sunday, June 30 and July 1. The festival takes place on the 
Peterson-Dumesnil House grounds and features all types of music including blues. Big Poppa Stampley and The Jay-
walkers are booked for this year. Their website is www.crescenthillartfair.com.   
 
Other notable shows this month include the Cherokee Triangle Concert Series in Willow Park with King Sonic on Sun-
day, June 3 and the Joe DeBow Band on Sunday, June 10. Ronnie Baker Brooks always draws a crowd at Stevie Ray's 
and returns on Sunday, June 17. Local native Joan Osborne returns to our area on Saturday, June 23 with a show at the 
Kentucky Theatre in Lexington, KY. Tyrone Cotton and Stephen Couch take part in a CoffeeStop show at the Bardstown 
Road Presbyterian Church on Sunday, June 24. The Bart Walker Band, second place finishers at this year's Interna-
tional Blues Challenge will be at ZaZoo's on Friday, June 29 with Mr. Jimmy and the River City Blues Band. That same 
night singer-songwriter Paul Thorn is at Jim Porter's on Lexington Road. 
 
Todd Webster, the manager at Stevie Ray's since 2006, recently left the bar to take a management position with the re-
cently reopened Thunderdome and The Brewery. Stevie Ray's went through many changes under Todd. It went from be-
ing a blues only venue to offering all types of music. He started the Stevie Ray's Hall of Fame which benefited the Ani-
mal Care Society of Louisville and he continued to bring national blues acts to the bar. He saw Stevie Ray's through 
some rough times after the recession of 2008. I wish him well in his new endeavor. James Rushing is the new manager 
at Stevie Ray's. We wish him the best of luck and look forward to working with him. I hope the owners of the bar will 
strive to return Stevie Ray's to it's rightful place as Louisville's premiere blues bar. And please, get the damn roof fixed. 
There is nothing more irritating than trying to dance on a floor with mop buckets scattered about the place. 
 
 

Gary 

Photo by Cheryl Cissell 

Letter From The Prez 
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Get More Blues News  
From the KBS 

Monthly Feature 
“I’ve Got a Mind  
to Ramble in the 

LOUISVILLE MUSIC NEWS 

Tyrone Cotton to Perform at Coffee Stop 
 
During the first life of our Coffee Stop at Bardstown Road Presbyterian 
Church (1722 Bardstown Rd.), Tyrone Cotton performed several times 
with various accompanists. He returns again on Sunday, June 24, at 
7PM  with Stephen Couch. These two guitarists will play an eclectic 
mix of blues, rock, folk and pop. Besides being an accomplished musi-
cian, Tyrone sings in a deep brooding voice filled with emotion. His 
unique sound blurs the genre lines with original vocals. 
 
Tyrone has been a mainstay on the local music scene for decades, 
performing at Kentucky Homefront and many festivals, plus opening for 
Johnny Winter and The Blind Boys of Alabama. 
 
I invite all of you to attend and enjoy some good music, desserts and 
fair trade coffee, plus the camaraderie of good friends. Your $5 dona-
tion goes to HCM Family and Individual Assistance Program. 
 

Keith Clements 

PLEASE check your MAILING LABEL  
for your renewal date,  

and please be sure to keep your membership current.  
 

“TIME TO RENEW” will appear at the top of the label when your membership is expiring. PLEASE NOTE: IT 
COULD TAKE UP TO A COUPLE OF WEEKS TO GET YOUR NEW CARD. If you need it sooner, leave a voice 

message  
for Natalie at 893-8031 or send an email to membership@kbsblues.org. 



S O L O / D U O  W I N N E R  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E  B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N S  2 0 1 3  I B C ,  $ 5 0 0 ,   L O C A L  S T U D I O

R E C O R D I N G  T I M E  A N D  W I L L  B E  B O O K E D  F O R  A N O T H E R  B L U E S  S H O W  I N  2 0 1 2  -  D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  J U L Y  1 7

K B S  2 0 1 2  B L U E S  C O M P E T I T I O N S

Y O U T H  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E  B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N S  2 0 1 2  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E

A N D  $ 2 5 0  -  D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  S E P T E M B E R  1

B E S T  S E L F - P R O D U C E D  C D  C O M P E T I T I O N
W I N N E R  R E C E I V E S  B E R T H  I N  T H E  B L U E S  F O U N D A T I O N S  2 0 1 2  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  B L U E S  C H A L L E N G E

D E A D L I N E  F O R  A P P L I C A T I O N  I S  O C T O B E R  1

F U R T H E R  D E T A I L S  A N D  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R M S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  A T  K B S B L U E S . O R G  O R  B Y  C A L L I N G  5 0 2 / 7 2 4 - 9 9 7 1
 

O U R  T H A N K S  T O  F O U R  R O S E S  B O U R B O N  F O R  U N D E R W R I T I N G  T H E  2 0 1 2  K B S  I B C  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

S O L O / D U O  C O M P E T I T I O N  w  P I Z Z A  P L A C E  w  S U N D A Y ,  A U G U S T  1 2

Y O U T H  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E
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All These Blues 

Photo by David True 

Kentuckiana Blues Society (KBS) President Gary Sampson (right) and KBS De-
velopment Director Dale Cashon (left) meet with Dan Gardner, (center) Regional 
Sales Manager and Senior Marketing Manager for Four Roses Distillery. Four 
Roses has made a major contribution of $3,000 to the blues society. The money 
will be used to fund major KBS events in 2012 including the International Blues 
Challenge (IBC) band contest winner, the IBC solo/duo contest winner, the IBC 
youth representative and the KBS 24th Anniversary Celebration in November. Our 
sincere thanks to Four Roses for helping to keep the blues alive. Dale Cashon 
holds a custom made whiskey barrel bass guitar manufactured by his company 
Ebony Cat Guitars. 

Photo by Susan Childs 

The Jim Masterson Band at Stevie Ray’s 
this past February.  

Photo by David True 
The Jaywalkers, shown here at the 2011 Louisville Blues-n-Barbecue 
Festival, are appearing at the Portland Festival on Friday, June 1. 

Photos by William Peeples 

Mike Williams (above) and John 
Burgard (below),enjoying the 
Cherokee Triangle Art Fair. 
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Featured Artists 

Broken Dreams 

It’s Festival Season! Stop by the KBS tent at our next event and pick 
up a free copy of the 2012 Blues Festival Guide!  

Band Name: Broken Dreams 

Contact: Greg Rhodus  

Phone Number: 502-680-6843 

Member Names and Instruments: Shaun Cohorn, Guitar and Vocals; Greg Rhodus, 
Bass and Backing Vocals; Robin Proctor, Drums. 

Style of Music: Blues, Blues Rock 

Additional information: Also check the KBS Blues Calendar and our website at 
www.kbsblues.org for future dates.  

Email Address: brokendreamsband@gmail.com 

Address: 310 E. Court St. Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 

Band Website Address: http://www.reverbnation.com/brokendreamsband 
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New Music Reviews! 

Scott Ellison 
Walkin’ Through the Fire 
CDBY 
 

I have (and have reviewed) Ellison’s Ice Storm, released in 2008. That CD was a pretty good CD 
showcasing Ellison’s guitar and songwriting skills. This release is a different approach by Ellison. The 
songs are more diverse but his skills are still evident. There is more funk, soul and even reggae music 
here. I can’t say that this is a blues CD since it is all across the board, but nevertheless, has blues 

themes intertwined in the songs. 
 

All of the 15 songs are originals written in part by Ellison. He shines in the guitar department on songs like “No Way to 
Live” a bluesy song with excellent guitar fills, and slide guitar on “You Talk to Much” and “Trouble Times”. 
 

All in all, this CD is pretty good but probably not as original as “Ice Storm”. Visit www.myspace.com/scottellisonband  for 
more info. 

Bob Brown  

Tail Dragger and Bob Corritore 
Longtime Friends In The Blues 
Delta Groove Music 
 

The first time I saw Tail Dragger was in a smoky blues club on the South Side of Chicago in 1992. His 
performance featured his trademark Howlin’ Wolf-style singing, with howls and hoots punctuating his 
gritty vocals. Most impressive was the way he crawled on the ground, dragging himself along on his 
knees and elbows, singing the whole while and totally disregarding the cigarette butts and other debris 

that littered the floor. I thought to myself, “My god, this guy is for real!”  It was one of the most heart-felt and memorable 
performances I had ever seen. Unfortunately, like most bluesmen, Tail Dragger has had his share of bad luck. In 1993, 
he shot and killed fellow bluesman Boston Blackie in a dispute. To this day, Tail Dragger claims that he acted in self de-
fense. He spent 17 months in jail. When he emerged, he found himself as popular as ever on Chicago’s West and South 
Sides but never achieved the commercial success of many artists who got their starts performing with him. He has lived 
the life of a true bluesman and has been a fixture on the club scene since he moved to Chicago in the 1960s. He has 
sung with just about every Chicago blues artist you can think of.   
 

His new album, Longtime Friends in the Blues, was released in March 2012. The album features 10 songs he recorded 
on Delta Groove Music with his old friend, Bob Corritore of Phoenix, Arizona, on harmonica. Corritore also produced the 
album and has recorded with blues artists Koko Taylor, Little Milton, Pinetop Perkins, Honeyboy Edwards, Robert Lock-
wood Jr., and Willie “Big Eyes” Smith. The legendary Henry Gray plays piano on the album. Gray is one of the few artists 
lucky enough to have recorded with the Master himself, Howlin’ Wolf. Other contributing musicians include Kirk Fletcher 
and Chris James on guitar, Patrick Rynn on bass, and Brian Fahey on drums.   
 

Longtime Friends in the Blues is a truly authentic blues album containing classic songs familiar to any fan of the genre. 
Kirk Fletcher and Chris James do a good job of complimenting Tail Dragger’s vocals. The same can be said of Bob Cor-
ritore’s harmonica playing, which although predictable, does not overwhelm the listener, a common fault of many harp 
players. All in all, the musicians are competent but not truly inspiring. It’s disappointing that Henry Gray’s piano playing is 
barely noticeable on most songs. However, Tail Dragger’s singing saves the day. Sincerity oozes out through every note 
he sings. The overall effect of the album leaves the listener with the impression of a ringside seat at a live blues perform-
ance at its sincere, sweaty best. 
 

Although many of the songs on Longtime Friends in the Blues have similar chord progressions and tempos, this album 
works great as part of a blues mix. Standouts include the first song, “I’m So Worried,” and the ninth song, “Boogie 
Woogie Ball.”  “I’m So Worried” showcases Tail Dragger’s unique vocals and ability to wail along with the best Howlin’ 
Wolf disciples.  “Boogie Woogie Ball” contains some of the most inspired instrumentals on the album as well as a swing-
ing, easy beat. The album also includes “Sugar Mama,” “Birthday Blues,” “She’s Worryin’ Me,” “Cold Outdoors,” “So 
Ezee,” “Through with You,” “Done Got Old,” and “Please Mister Jailer.”   
 

Longtime Friends in the Blues is a true expression of Tail Dragger’s style and inspiration. Tail Dragger is the real thing, 
and his love of the blues is apparent in every song. He puts it best himself by saying, “Lowdown blues is all I like, all I 
feel, and I sing what I feel.”  I would definitely recommend this album for a genuine taste of good old-fashioned Chicago 
blues. Buy Longtime Friends in the Blues and make it part of your blues playlist. You won’t be disappointed.    
 

For more information on Tail Dragger and to listen to audio clips, visit www.deltagroovemusic.com. 
 
 

Shelley Fu  
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USED AND COLLECTIBLE
STRINGED INSTRUMENTS

NEW, USED AND VINTAGE GUITARS AT
REASONABLE PRICES

1610 Bardstown Road
Louisville, KY  40205

                            STORE HOURS:
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10:00 TO 7:00
          SATURDAY 10:00 TO 5:00

Jimmy Brown
Owner

(502) 459-4153
(502) 454-3661

www.guitar-emporium.com

Jim Allchin 
Overclocked 
Sandy Key Music 
 

This CD starts with a rocker, the title track whose title references a computer sped up beyond its in-
tended speed. An appropriate song title for someone who has made his mark in the computer busi-
ness with the likes of Bill Gates and for a song that is sped up beyond blues into the rock realm. All-
chin is a great guitarist who plays some sticky licks on the CD that will catch your interest. 

 

Allchin’s vocals are probably the weakest point of this CD. Two of the thirteen songs are sung by Keely Whitney, a nice 
respite from Allchin’s seemingly stretched- beyond-its-comfort-range-voice.  “Fall” the sixth track on the CD, is a jazzy 
instrumental with a little Neal Schon vibe to it. 
 

If you want to hear a guitar showcase CD, this one is for you. The songs themselves and vocals are not as memorable 
as the guitar riffs. If you like rock and/or guitar, pick up this CD. 
 

Bob Brown  

Ursula George 
I’m Drivin’ 
Tommytiger 
 

Lori Urso's longtime love of the blues is so evident on her recent recording "I'm Drivin'" that it's a won-
der she's not a household name. This CD, well recorded and featuring drummer Marty Richards (who 
also performs on piano here), can almost be described as "perfect." In fact, perhaps it's appropriate to 
go ahead and use the word. Multiple listens finds absolutely nothing amiss, and everything to like. 

Urso and Richards, who perform under the band name “Ursula George” are fundamentally as solid as anyone can possi-
bly get.  
 

Produced by the pair, "I'm Drivin'" runs the gamut of blues from a few originals by Richards to covers of tunes by lumi-
naries such as Sippie Wallace, Dave Alvin, Willie Dixon and Jimmy Reed. Urso, who provides sweet but sometimes 
rough vocals (which are at times channeled through an effects box) and rhythm, lead and slide guitar, has her blues fun-
damentals down pat; while Richards shows his versatility and performing experience on each and every song. 
As noted, repertoire is varied. There's the old-time, "cabaret" sound of "A Man for Everyday in the Week," by Hersal Tho-
mas; piano-based blues on Sippie Wallace's "You Got to Know How", to the funky, bonus-track mix of Dave Alvin's "Little 
Honey," (which is played straight on cut three). Her treatment of Willie Dixon's "You Need (a Whole Lotta) Love," which 
Led Zeppelin rocked in their heyday, is downright sexy. Urso's slide playing, done on Guild guitars and a 1934 Dobro, is 
sweet as honey and spot-on.  
 

While there might not be much, if any, new ground broken here, what is done is executed to perfection. It's great listen-
ing. Urso's voice is positively addictive, Richards' drumming hypnotic, and their treatment of each tune is excellent. 
Highly recommended. 

Les Reynolds  
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GET THE BLUES AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT IT!  

Join the Kentuckiana Blues Society today! Single membership is only $20 per year. As a member, you will receive the Blues News by mail and dis-
counts at our sponsors and at selected KBS events. Dual membership (two people at the same address, two membership cards and one newsletter) is 
$25 per year, and we offer a special band rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus a membership card for each band member. We 
have also added a company membership for $150, with up to 5 membership cards and one newsletter, plus your company logo featured in the Blues 
News and on our website, www.kbsblues.org. All KBS members who provide an email address will also receive the KBS Blues News weekly update e-
mail so you’ll always know the latest developments. Support the BLUES by joining the KBS today! Join online at www.kbsblues.org, or fill out the cou-
pon above and send with your payment to: 

KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY  
Attn: Membership Director  

P.O. Box 755        
Louisville, KY  40201-0755 

 

_______ 
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP ($20 ENCLOSED) NAME(S) 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP ($25 ENCLOSED)  ____________________________________ 

_______ 
BAND MEMBERSHIP ($30 ENCLOSED) ADDRESS 

____________________________________ 

_______ 
COMPANY MEMBERSHIP ($150 ENCLOSED)  

____________________________________ 

_______ 
I would be willing to help out at KBS events CITY/ST/ZIP 

____________________________________ 

 
Telephone # ___________________________ E-MAIL ____________________________________ 

YES! I WANT TO JOIN THE KENTUCKIANA BLUES SOCIETY TODAY! 


