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Local favorite Delbert McClinton will make no less than three trips to our area during the months of August and September. The Lub-
bock, TX native was schooled by the best when he was a teenager and playing in Texas bands that backed blues legends like Jimmy
Reed, Howlin’ Wolf, Freddie King, Albert Collins, and Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown. During his sixty plus years in music, he has
been nominated for seven Grammys and won three. He was inducted into the Texas Heritage Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2011.

Delbert will be headlining the 16th annual Ribberfest in Madison, IN on Friday, August 18. He will be at the Historic State Theater in
Elizabethtown, KY the next night on Saturday, August 19. He then returns for a show at the Renfro Valley Entertainment Center in
Mount Vernon, KY on Saturday, September 9. For more information on these shows or additional Delbert details, check out his web-
site at https://www.delbert.com/.
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We appreciate your support and welcome your input. If you
have any comments, suggestions, ideas, etc., contact us at this
address:
Kentuckiana Blues Society
P. O. Box 755
Louisville, KY 40201-0755
news@kbsblues.org

Our single membership is a bargain at only $20.00 US
per year. Double membership (two members at the same
address, two membership cards, one newsletter) is only
$25.00 US per year, and we now offer a special band
rate of $30 per year, which includes one newsletter plus
a membership card for each band member.

KBS LEADERSHIP FOR THE YEAR 2017:
Mark Sneed — president
Debbie Wilson — vice-president
Chris Grube — treasurer
Matt Floyd — secretary

KBS MONTHLY MEETING

If you are interested in reviewing new blues music, come on out
to the KBS monthly board meeting (held the first Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at Check’s Café in Germantown) and
take your pick! We receive promo releases from the major blues
labels as well as regional and local bands. If you review a CD,
it's yours to keep!

Attention Members!
Do We Have Your
E-mail Address?

From time to time, the Kentuckiana Blues
Society gets special offers which we are
excited to share with our members. Be sure
you get the information in time to take
advantage of these discounts, last minute
show announcements and other
members-only perks.

Please send your current email address to
membership@kbsblues.org

The Louisville Blues Compilation Volume Il
is available exclusively at
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1 etter rromm I1he Drez

s Greetings, Blues Fans!

. | hope you were able to join us for the Louisville Blues, Brews and BBQ Festival in July.

\ You can’t beat the cost and location, with it being free to KBS members and right here in

' our backyard. We have some great festivals coming up in August, too, beginning with

Y 4 the Cincy Blues Festival on August 11" and 12". Some of the scheduled performers are

Davina & The Vagabonds and Albert Cummings on Friday, and The Joe Tellman Band

and The Bits Band on Saturday. Tickets are $25.00 per night or $45.00 for a weekend
pass. You can find out more information by going to http://cincyblues.org.

The next festival is the Madison Ribberfest in Madison, IN on August 18" and 19". Pa-
trons can purchase a wristband for $30.00 and attend both nights. | noted the perfor-
mance of Delbert McClinton in last month’s Prez Letter because he is headlining Friday
night. On Saturday, the headliners are Ana Popovic and Los Lobos. Los Lobos was
scheduled to play last year, but got rained out, so they were asked back this year. The
Ribberfest webpage can be found at http://madisonribberfest.com/.

KBS President Mark Sneed

The next event is the Bean Blossom Blues Festival on August 24", 25" and 26" . Some of the performers scheduled to
play are Samantha Fish, Matthew Skoller and the one and only Charlie Musselwhite. It has been awhile since | got to
see him live. | have not made it to the Bean Blossom festival before, but Charlie Musselwhite could change that for me.
Also featured are Jay Jesse Johnson and The Eric Lindell band. More information can be found at http:/
beanblossomfestival.com!/.

Last but not least, I'd like to mention Ken Lakes Hot August Blues Festival in western Kentucky. The dates for Hot Au-
gust Blues are the 25" and 26". Tickets are $30.00 to $40.00 for both days and $20.00 for Friday and $25.00 for Satur-
day’s admission. Some of the performers scheduled to play there are the Street Corner Blues Band, The Little Boy Blues
Band and Alonzo Pennington. The Beat Daddys and Louisville’s own Laurie Jane & the 45s are also scheduled to per-
form. More information is available at kenlakeblues.com.

The festivals | mentioned are out of town, but all within driving distance. | have attended the Madison Ribberfest on Fri-
day, driven home the same night, and returned Saturday because the show doesn’t start until the afternoon. The Cincy
Blues Festival can also be a one day trip. Ken Lake is an overnighter; it's a good 3 %2 hour’s drive. | have never attended
the Bean Blossom Blues Festival, which might require spending the night. For Hot August, Kenlake Resort Park offers
relaxed rooms & cottages in a lakeside resort, with a restaurant, a pool & outdoor activities. There is also a campground
nearby. I'd recommend making reservations as soon as possible! A friend of mine goes every year and loves the atmos-
phere. | hope you have the opportunity to see one of these upcoming blues festivals this month.

Mark

Upcoming Events
Tim Faulkner Gallery

Thursday, July 27 - Staple Singers tribute con-
cert with Sheryl Rouse, Tyrone Cotton, Blues
and Greys, and Karter Louis. Benefits River City
Drum Corps (also performing) and Hungry for
Music, which donates musical instruments to
kids, teachers and groups such as Instrumental
Partners and Blues for Kids. Instruments will
be collected at the show. $10 suggested dona-
tion, cash at the door.
https://hungryformusic.org
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New Music Deviews

Emergency Situation

Rod Pi & The Mighty FI
EQH,E'HHZZFB Bﬁnd ILai;zlgecordes Y Tvers

This one has 11 songs and, | will be honest, | have not listened to a Piazza record since
his “Tough and Tender”, which is a great listen. | like the start with “Neighbor, Neighbor”,
B it illustrates quickly that Rod Piazza tone that everyone loves. The title track has some
M really nice horns blended with true blues guitar solos while Rod displays his much enter-
W taining vocal riffs. “Milk and Water” showcases Miss Honey on piano and she is an essen-
tial ingredient in the Mighty Flyers recipe.

. | really like “Frankenbop”; jump blues, no vocals, in- your-face the entire band, instru-
/ M ments well placed. Next, the group is spot-on with “Bad Weather Blues”, highlighting
some reaIIy beautiful guitar by Henry Carvajal.

We get typical Piazza, piano, horns, groovy pace with “Gambling Woman”, nothing wrong here. The cover of Sam My-

er’s “Sleeping in the Ground” is a treat and definitely one of my favorites; this is some special harp playing here.

The later part of the record starts to give you that awesome 50s dance feel that Piazza and the Mighty Flyers do so
well. “Tricky Woman” gives you a jump up and dance feeling and “The Clock” brings it down to slow dance level and
definitely reminds me of 50s music. We keep it up with a cover of “Ya-Ya” and end up with “Colored Salt”. This last song
has some tremendous amp’ed chromatic that Piazza’s tone is most associated with. (This is special and has that perfect
jazzy swing with no lyrics needed).

Summarized, Rod Piazza has always been one of the best harp-blues-singer-players out there, representing the West
Coast blues, and if you do not own any of his records yet, this is one | would recommend.
Matt Floyd

Right Place Right Time
Monster Mike Welch & Mike Ledbetter
Delta Groove Music

W complished guitarist has played with many big-name groups including Duke Rob|llard Nick
Moss, Johnny Winter, Darrell Nulisch and others. When Darrell Nulisch was last in Louis-

lisch and was very impressive.

Mike Ledbetter is an accomplished vocalist and has spent the better part of a decade on
the Chicago Opera stage. In June 2016, Welch and Ledbetter were on stage together at
the Chicago Blues Festival in a tribute to Otis Rush. The chemistry was obvious and the
crowd and Delta Groove wanted more. The duo assembled some other great musicians in
Anthony Gerracci on piano and organ, Ronnie James Weber on bass, and Marty Richards on drums.

The result is this CD, composed of 12 songs, 5 of which are originals, and the other ones, covers, are great renditions of
the originals. The covers, such as Willie Dixon’s “I can’t Stop Baby”, and Elmore James’ “Goodbye Baby” are certainly
recognizable, but with a difference that only Welch and Ledbetter can deliver. Some covers done by even great artists
feel like they are “filler” for CDs. Not so with these guys. The guitar is typical Welch perfection, but added to that are vo-
cals that are over the top. The high notes, range and “feel” of Ledbetter are remarkable-and memorable. He really puts
his heart into the music. It is easy to see why the crowd in Chicago wanted more.

This recording is exceptional. Welch’s guitar is spot-on throughout and bluesy in every way. Ledbetter’s distinctive vo-
cals are bluesy with a range not seen in most blues bands. Though his most recent work of note is operatic, he fits in
perfectly in this genre.

I recommend this CD as your next purchase. And keep an eye out for these two guys.
Find more at www.monstermikewelch.com .

Bob Brown
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Blues for Austin

Stevie Ray's Blues Bar
Sunday, August 27
5:00 - 11:00 pm
Admission $6

A benefit for 14-year-old Austin Walker
who has the autoimmune disease scleroderma

Bands include

- D Man & the Alley Hounds

- Louisville Fats and the Rhythm Cats
- Laurie Jane and the 45's

- da Mudcats

- The Hord House Rockers

- Banshee Child

Ronnie - Ruthie  Albert Davina
~ Baker Ffoster  Cummings  &the
Brooks B Plus & Vagahonds
Arches Booyie Piano Stage Local Stage” Yonih Showcase Stage

" Tickets Presale: '-siﬁfnignl. 535 Weekend Pass

i artswave

TS Holiday Inn

“S‘ THAT SUPPORTS PUSLIC s
M L PROGRANS I THE ARTS ﬂ
Chri sansl
Pouer” [ % L2y £

o “ounci
ASTA !'l ABENCY

FOR THE
WHOI.E %

THE TULLIE BRAE BAND
LAURIE JANE & THE 45'S

-+ AWARD WINNING BBO.
VENDORS, AND INFLATABLES
5 FOR THE KIDS UNTIL 6PM

2 MILESBACK

uR MORE INFORMATION VISIT FACEBOOK.COM/BLUESONTHEROCKMUSICFESTIVAL
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Fack 1o 1he Flues

For too long the Blues — and Blues artists — labored in obscurity. Only
the most dedicated, or fanatical, knew the names of Skip James, Tom-
my Johnson, Sylvester Weaver, Barbecue Bob, Peetie Wheatstraw, or
even Robert Nighthawk. Boston Blackie, Lazy Bill Lucas, Good Rockin’
Charles, and many, many others had curious nicknames but that was
about it. Then, the Brits “discovered” the Blues. The Beatles would sing
about “mojo,” while the Stones recorded, “You Got to Move,” and
Canned Heat would channel Henry Thomas.

Americans would then look into their own cities and regions and begin
to “rediscover” the Blues, even though it had been there all along in
plain sight. Field research was renewed. Independent labels would
make their bones by recording Blues acts; some would even explode
onto the national scene: Sun, Atlantic, Stax, and Chess are examples.

Magazines were started, societies established, and festivals dedicated to
the Blues were staged. Gradually the Blues began to gain recognition. Delmark and Alligator were voices
in the wilderness that began to be heard.

Perry Aberli

By the ‘70’s the Blues had once again — as in the 20’s — become what today we would call a cultural
meme. The “modern” Bluesman was presented as a slick, pomaded caricature of itself, marinated in whis-
key with a touch of weed or cocaine. That was what the Blues was all about — or so that’s what you were
led to believe. The truth, of course, was, more often than not, quite different. And, while the Blues wanna-
bees donned cowboy hats and alcohol and drug habits, playing dazzling guitar solos, the Blues, again,
began to recede in the face of these false faced imposters. And, the authentic Blues artists once again
began to languish in obscurity

How does this happen? There is a theory, but that’s all that it is, suggested by O.B. Hardison in his book,
“Disappearing Through The Skylight: Culture and Technology in the Twentieth Century. It goes something
like this: often when a new, exciting element is introduced into our culture it becomes the “flavor of the
day.” After a while it is appearing everywhere, whether it be art, architecture, music, or mores. And, at
that point it disappears. Oh, it is still there, it has just become so pervasive and to be no longer noticea-
ble. And, in that process, the genius and originality are also diluted to the point of invisibility.

And, now, finally, to the point that prompted this. In the Friday, July 7 edition of the Florence Morning
News (my city’s version of the Mayberry Gazette) there was a Dear Abby column headlined: “Bluesman’s
Wife Feels Unloved By Him After Festival Incident.” However, upon reading the column you find out that
the only connection between the musician and the Blues is the sad recognition by his wife that, “I will al-
ways come second to his first love — the Blues.” That’s it. And, if you read the account of the incident you
may come to the conclusion that the musician actually loved his guitar more than his wife — the Blues has
nothing to do with it.

Two pages later, on the comics page, “Zits” has an elderly woman playing drums, lecturing the main char-
acters of the strip by saying that, “| was a session drummer in the sixties. | recorded with Bukka White,
Koko Taylor, Magic Sam...” Unfortunately this fabrication probably left most of the strip’s readers con-
fused: they either did not know the names, or, they knew that the claim was not only false but ridiculous.

In both cases the Blues is used and abused. That may sound harsh, but, if as a society one of our mis-
sions is to preserve the Blues, we need to protect it from those elements that continue to erode it. We
need to bring the Blues back to the forefront of our culture’s consciousness, not perpetuate the memes
and stereotypes and encourage the wannabees. We need to lead the way Back to the Blues.

Perry W. Aberli
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KBS Band Contest

Sunday, September 10
Stevie Ray's Blues Bar

Winner Receives $1,500

(Intended for IBC Expenses)

Do We Have Your Attention Now?

Winning band will also receive recording time at Al Fresco's Place
Recording Studio and will represent the KBS next January
at the International Blues Challenge in Memphis.

KBS Solo/Duo Contest

Sunday, September 17
Location to be Determined

Winner Receives $750

(Intended for IBC Expenses)

Not a Bad Chunk of Change!

Winning solo/duo act will also receive recording time at Al Fresco's Place
Recording Studio and will represent the KBS next January
at the International Blues Challenge in Memphis.

If we do not have enough applicants to hold two separate competitions,
both band and solo/duo contests will be held at Stevie Ray's on 9/10/17.
Deadline for application on both contests is Thursday, August 31.

More details and application forms are available at kbsblues.org
or by calling 502/724-9971

Four Roses
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